Our Confessional Standards
The BIBLE: We believe the Scriptures, both Old and New Testament, to be the inspired Word of
God, without error in the original manuscripts, and the final authority on matters related to sound
doctrine and godly living.1

The instruction of the Lord is perfect, renewing one’s life; the testimony of the Lord is
trustworthy, making the inexperienced wise. The precepts of the Lord are right, making the
heart glad; the command of the Lord is radiant, making the eyes light up. The fear of the Lord is
pure, enduring forever; the ordinances of the Lord are reliable and altogether righteous. They
are more desirable than gold— than an abundance of pure gold; and sweeter than honey, which
comes from the honeycomb. In addition, Your servant is warned by them; there is great reward
in keeping them. (Psalm 19:7–11)

Then He told them, “These are My words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that
everything written about Me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms must be
fulfilled.” Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. (Luke 24:44–45)

All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for
training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good
work. (2 Timothy 3:16–17)

For the word of God is living and effective and sharper than any double-edged sword,
penetrating as far as the separation of soul and spirit, joints and marrow. It is able to judge the
ideas and thoughts of the heart. (Hebrews 4:12)

First of all, you should know this: No prophecy of Scripture comes from one’s own
interpretation, because no prophecy ever came by the will of man; instead, men spoke from God
as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. (2 Peter 1:20–21)

The GODHEAD: We believe in one God who created all that exists, and that He is infinitely perfect
and eternally existent in three persons: God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.2
Listen, Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is One. (Deuteronomy 6:4)

After Jesus was baptized, He went up immediately from the water. The heavens suddenly
opened for Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming down on Him.
And there came a voice from heaven: This is My beloved Son. I take delight in Him! (Matthew
3:16–17)
Then Jesus came near and said to them, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on
earth. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe everything I have commanded
you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18–20)
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The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with all of you. (2 Corinthians 13:13)

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ: To the temporary residents dispersed in Pontus, Galatia,
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father and
set apart by the Spirit for obedience and for sprinkling with the blood of Jesus Christ. May grace
and peace be multiplied to you. (1 Peter 1:1–2)

MAN, SIN & DEATH: We believe that although Adam and Eve were originally created in God’s
image, their willful disobedience to His command (sin) resulted in mankind’s condemnation and
alienation from God (death), rendering it impossible for anyone to know and please God apart from
the work of the Holy Spirit.3
So God created man in His own image; He created him in the image of God; He created them
male and female. (Genesis 1:27)

Then the woman saw that the tree was good for food and delightful to look at, and that it was
desirable for obtaining wisdom. So she took some of its fruit and ate it; she also gave some to her
husband, who was with her, and he ate it. (Genesis 3:6)
Indeed, the LORD’s hand is not too short to save, and His ear is not too deaf to hear. But your
iniquities have built barriers between you and your God, and your sins have made Him hide His
face from you so that He does not listen. (Isaiah 59:1–2)

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God... For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 3:23; 6:23)

For those who live according to the flesh think about the things of the flesh, but those who live
according to the Spirit, about the things of the Spirit. For the mind-set of the flesh is death, but
the mind-set of the Spirit is life and peace. For the mind-set of the flesh is hostile to God because
it does not submit itself to God’s law, for it is unable to do so. Those who are in the flesh cannot
please God. You, however, are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God lives in
you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him. Now if Christ is
in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. And if the
Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead lives in you, then He who raised Christ from the
dead will also bring your mortal bodies to life through His Spirit who lives in you. (Romans 8:5–
11)
Now without faith it is impossible to please God, for the one who draws near to Him must
believe that He exists and rewards those who seek Him. (Hebrews 11:6)

The PERSON of JESUS CHRIST: We believe that Jesus Christ is the living Word of God, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary, and is therefore both wholly God and
wholly man.4

In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a
virgin engaged to a man named Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And
the angel came to her and said, “Rejoice, favored woman! The Lord is with you.” But she was
deeply troubled by this statement, wondering what kind of greeting this could be. Then the
angel told her: “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. Now listen: You will
conceive and give birth to a son, and you will call His name Jesus. He will be great and will be
called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David.
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He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end.” Mary asked the
angel, “How can this be, since I have not been intimate with a man?” The angel replied to her:
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.
Therefore, the holy One to be born will be called the Son of God.” (Luke 1:26–35)
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was
with God in the beginning. All things were created through Him, and apart from Him not one
thing was created that has been created. (John 1:1–3)
When the time came to completion, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under the law,
(Galatians 4:4)

For this reason God highly exalted Him and gave Him the name that is above every name, so that
at the name of Jesus every knee will bow — of those who are in heaven and on earth and under
the earth — and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father. (Philippians 2:9–11)
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For everything was created
by Him, in heaven and on earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
rulers or authorities — all things have been created through Him and for Him. He is before all
things, and by Him all things hold together. He is also the head of the body, the church; He is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He might come to have first place in everything.
For God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in Him. (Colossians 1:15–19)

The LIFE & DEATH of CHRIST: We believe that Jesus Christ lived a sinless life, performed miracles
attesting to His deity, was crucified on a cross on our behalf, subsequently died and was buried
thereby satisfying God’s justice and accomplishing our salvation.5

Seeing their faith, Jesus told the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” But some of the scribes
were sitting there, thinking to themselves: “Why does He speak like this? He’s blaspheming!
Who can forgive sins but God alone?” Right away Jesus understood in His spirit that they were
thinking like this within themselves and said to them, “Why are you thinking these things in
your hearts? Which is easier: to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up,
pick up your mat, and walk’? But so you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to
forgive sins,” He told the paralytic, “I tell you: get up, pick up your mat, and go home.”
Immediately he got up, picked up the mat, and went out in front of everyone. As a result, they
were all astounded and gave glory to God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!”
(Mark 2:5–12)
Who among you can convict Me of sin? If I tell the truth, why don’t you believe Me? (John 8:46)

For I passed on to you as most important what I also received: that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day according to
the Scriptures. (1 Corinthians 15:3–4)
He made the One who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him. (2 Corinthians 5:21)

For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, that He might
bring you to God, after being put to death in the fleshly realm but made alive in the spiritual
realm. (1 Peter 3:18)
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The RESURRECTION of CHRIST: We believe that Jesus Christ rose bodily from the dead after
having died on a cross, subsequently ascended into heaven, and now sits at the right hand of God
the Father where He continually intercedes for His people.6

But the angel told the women, “Don’t be afraid, because I know you are looking for Jesus who
was crucified. He is not here! For He has been resurrected, just as He said. Come and see the
place where He lay. Then go quickly and tell His disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead. In
fact, He is going ahead of you to Galilee; you will see Him there.’ Listen, I have told you.”
(Matthew 28:5–7)

“Don’t be alarmed,” he told them. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He
has been resurrected! He is not here! See the place where they put Him. But go, tell His disciples
and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you to Galilee; you will see Him there just as He told you.’ ” So
they went out and started running from the tomb, because trembling and astonishment
overwhelmed them. And they said nothing to anyone, since they were afraid. Early on the first
day of the week, after He had risen, He appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom He had
driven seven demons. (Mark 16:6–9)
While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men stood by them in dazzling clothes. So
the women were terrified and bowed down to the ground. “Why are you looking for the living
among the dead?” asked the men. “He is not here, but He has been resurrected! Remember how
He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee, saying, ‘The Son of Man must be betrayed into the
hands of sinful men, be crucified, and rise on the third day’?” (Luke 24:4–7)

“Woman,” Jesus said to her, “why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” Supposing He
was the gardener, she replied, “Sir, if you’ve removed Him, tell me where you’ve put Him, and I
will take Him away.” Jesus said, “Mary.” Turning around, she said to Him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!”
—which means “Teacher.” “Don’t cling to Me,” Jesus told her, “for I have not yet ascended to the
Father. But go to My brothers and tell them that I am ascending to My Father and your Father—
to My God and your God.” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen
the Lord!” And she told them what He had said to her. (John 20:15–18)
Who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is the One who died, but even more, has been
raised; He also is at the right hand of God and intercedes for us. (Romans 8:34)

The RETURN of CHRIST: We believe that Jesus Christ will one day personally and visibly return to
earth with great power and glory as the Kings of kings and Lord of lords to execute judgment upon
His enemies and to provide redemption for His people.7

Immediately after the tribulation of those days: The sun will be darkened, and the moon will not
shed its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the celestial powers will be shaken. Then the
sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the peoples of the earth will mourn;
and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. He
will send out His angels with a loud trumpet, and they will gather His elect from the four winds,
from one end of the sky to the other. (Matthew 24:29–31)
Then there will be signs in the sun, moon, and stars; and there will be anguish on the earth
among nations bewildered by the roaring sea and waves. People will faint from fear and
expectation of the things that are coming on the world, because the celestial powers will be
shaken. Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. But
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when these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption
is near! (Luke 21:25–28)

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, concerning those who are asleep, so that you
will not grieve like the rest, who have no hope. Since we believe that Jesus died and rose again,
in the same way God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep through Jesus. For we say
this to you by a revelation from the Lord: We who are still alive at the Lord’s coming will
certainly have no advantage over those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself will
descend from heaven with a shout, with the archangel’s voice, and with the trumpet of God, and
the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are still alive will be caught up together with them
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air and so we will always be with the Lord. Therefore
encourage one another with these words. (1 Thessalonians 4:13–18)
For the grace of God has appeared with salvation for all people, instructing us to deny
godlessness and worldly lusts and to live in a sensible, righteous, and godly way in the present
age, while we wait for the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior,
Jesus Christ. (Titus 2:11–13)

The HOLY SPIRIT: We believe that the Holy Spirit is actively at work convicting people of their sin,
moving them to repentance, drawing them to Christ, regenerating them, sealing their adoption,
indwelling them, and empowering them to live godly and fruitful lives.8
Nevertheless, I am telling you the truth. It is for your benefit that I go away, because if I don’t go
away the Counselor will not come to you. If I go, I will send Him to you. When He comes, He will
convict the world about sin, righteousness, and judgment: About sin, because they do not
believe in Me. (John 16:7–9)

And if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead lives in you, then He who raised Christ
from the dead will also bring your mortal bodies to life through His Spirit who lives in you. So
then, brothers, we are not obligated to the flesh to live according to the flesh, for if you live
according to the flesh, you are going to die. But if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the
body, you will live. All those led by God’s Spirit are God’s sons. For you did not receive a spirit of
slavery to fall back into fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption, by whom we cry out, “Abba,
Father!” (Romans 8:11–15)
Now there are different gifts, but the same Spirit... But one and the same Spirit is active in all
these, distributing to each person as He wills. (1 Corinthians 12:4, 11)

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith, gentleness, selfcontrol. Against such things there is no law. Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified
the flesh with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, we must also follow the Spirit.
(Galatians 5:22–25)

But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, He saved us — not
by works of righteousness that we had done, but according to His mercy, through the washing of
regeneration and renewal by the Holy Spirit. (Titus 3:4–5)

SALVATION & ETERNAL LIFE: We believe that salvation from eternal damnation, reconciliation
with God, and the gift of eternal life can only come from trusting completely in Christ’s death and
resurrection on our behalf and not as the result of any human merit, good works, or religious
ceremonies on our part.9
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For God loved the world in this way: He gave His One and Only Son, so that everyone who
believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send His Son into the world
that He might condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through Him. (John 3:16–
17)
My sheep hear My voice, I know them, and they follow Me. I give them eternal life, and they will
never perish —ever! No one will snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who has given them to
Me, is greater than all. No one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. The Father and I
are one. (John 10:27–30)
For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift— not
from works, so that no one can boast. For we are His creation, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared ahead of time so that we should walk in them. (Ephesians 2:8–10)

But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, He saved us — not
by works of righteousness that we had done, but according to His mercy, through the washing of
regeneration and renewal by the Holy Spirit. He poured out this Spirit on us abundantly through
Jesus Christ our Savior, so that having been justified by His grace, we may become heirs with the
hope of eternal life. (Titus 3:4–7)
And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. The one who
has the Son has life. The one who doesn’t have the Son of God does not have life. I have written
these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you
have eternal life. (1 John 5:11–13)

Reconciliation With God: We believe that those who embrace Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior have
been given the right to become children of God, have been reconciled in their relationship with God,
and may, therefore, enjoy a peaceful and secure relationship with Him as well.10
He was in the world, and the world was created through Him, yet the world did not recognize
Him. He came to His own, and His own people did not receive Him. But to all who did receive
Him, He gave them the right to be children of God, to those who believe in His name, who were
born, not of blood, or of the will of the flesh, or of the will of man, but of God. (John 1:10–13)

Therefore, since we have been declared righteous by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ... For if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death
of His Son, then how much more, having been reconciled, will we be saved by His life! And not
only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ. We have now received this
reconciliation through Him. (Romans 5:1, 10–11)

Everything is from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation: That is, in Christ, God was reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their
trespasses against them, and He has committed the message of reconciliation to us. Therefore,
we are ambassadors for Christ, certain that God is appealing through us. We plead on Christ’s
behalf, “Be reconciled to God.” (2 Corinthians 5:18–20)
For God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in Him, and through Him to reconcile
everything to Himself by making peace through the blood of His cross — whether things on
earth or things in heaven. Once you were alienated and hostile in your minds because of your
evil actions. But now He has reconciled you by His physical body through His death, to present
you holy, faultless, and blameless before Him. (Colossians 1:19–22)
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